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[ Abstract |
node of patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck( SCCHN). Methods The fresh and paraffin-im-

Objective To investigate the express pattern of T-bet gene and its significance in cervical lymph

bedding cervical lymph node (CLN) samples of patients with squamous cell carcinoma of larynx, tongue and hypo-
pharynx after radical neck dissection (RND) was respectively subjected to analysis of T-bet mRNA expression by
semiquaitative reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction ( RT-PCR) and T-bet protein expression by immuno-
histochemistry. Results T-bet mRNA average express intensity in above CLN of SCCHN with positive and negative
melastasis was respectively (0. 118 £0. 101) and (0.307 £0. 121 ), between which the difference was statistically
significant( P <0.05). The positive express rate of T-bet protein in of CLN with positive metastasis in patients with
carcinoma of larynx, tongue and hypopharynx was respectively 42. 11% , 25.00% and 10.00% , and it was respec-
tively 65.79% , 62.50% and 50.00% in patients with negative metastasis (all P <0.05). In all SCCHN patients,
the five years survival rate of patients with positive express of T-bet was higher than that with negative express of T-bet
(all P<0.05). Conclusion SCCHN patients with the positive express of T-bet in CLN has higher survival rate. The

CLN with positive express of T-bet has less possibility to suffer from cancer metastasis. The positive express of T-bet

can indicate the molecular stage of carcinoma.
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